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filled the center of the store as
guests  shuffled  around,
already chatting about their
own poultry ventures and
grabbing slices of compli-
mentary pizza.

As people took their seats,
guest spen.lcer 'I‘en'y Cumtng
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egg layers annually.

1 can’t even tell ynu how
many eggs I've washed in my
day,” Cushing said.

He gives talks all over the
Northeast at  public forums

and univets!ties to udmtc'
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Jay Ward holds a
Poultry ngm at Ward Lumber, Tuesday, March

POULTRY NIGHT: A ‘FARM-RELATED’ INFO SESSION

food.” .
Ward Lumber brings
the poultry
The event was

“It was mostly from talk-
ing to people around town,"
Ward said. “We started sell-

of poultry feed throughout
the North Country. But Jay
Ward has taken the business a

*“We.do it through a hatch-
ery in Ohio,” Ward said. “We
haven't yet gotten a huge
response, and we're new at
this, but we're hoping for a

reaction.”

During the talk, Cushing
stressed the importance of
being self-sufficient, assuring
the audience that raising
poultry isn't so hard and that
it’s worth tapping into a read-
ily available supply of food
— eggs.

The production of eggs
was a hot topic of the night,
drawing a lot of questions
from the crowd: How often
do you tum the eggs? How
warm should the coop be?
Wﬂmmo{ light mat-

The audience was alert and
seemed thankful as Cushing
bounced around theé room
giving quick answers. “Turf\
your eggs often ... keep the
chicken house warm but well
ventilated ... and give them
about 14 hours of light a

A crowd of more than 60
Poultry Night, al‘ralech:':niglraanyo

at Ward Lumber on
ne interested in raising poultry. At the
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front of the room, Terry Cushing leads the discussion.

dﬂy."

Perhaps thcmmimpormm
message of the night —
the blggest problem Cushmg
faces in his business — is
making sure  chickens,
turkeys, ducks and game
birds survive their infancy.

“That's why 1 do these
talks, really, To educate peo-
ple just starting out,” Cushing
said. “Do you know how
many people call me up after
a day and say, ‘half of my
chicks are dead?™

According to Cushing, .

chicks need plenty of atten-
t‘mnwhcnlheymﬁtstbum

to a new place.
Themostlmpmtmlﬂling he
ﬁjci is to make sure they are

and dry.

Another topic that came up
was the issue of free range vs.
conventional poultry.

“Do you know what the
USDA requirement is to call
a chicken free range?”
Cushing said. The audience
chimed in with mixed

answers.
“There needs to be a door,”

Cushing said, “and it needs to
be open 45 minutes a day -
that's it.”

Before  moving  on,
Cushing urged the audience
to buy local food instead of
high-priced store bought.

“Buy local folks ... at the
end of the day, buy local. If
you do that, you know exact-
ly who is raising your food
and how they're doing it." he
said.

Cushing flipped to the next
slide about raising ducks,
pheasant and grouse, but
paused to tell a joke: “So a
chicken and an egg are lying
next to each other in bed. The
chicken, with a satisfied look
on its face, turns to the frown-
ing egg and says ‘Well, guess
that answers that question.™

Half the audience burst in
laughter, while others looked
puzzled. Children, who had
lost interest in the lecture
long ago, played in the aisles
of the hardware store some-
where between the pipe
wrenches and garden sup-
plies.

Among those in the audi-
ence was Chipp Marshall,
who owns a large piece of
land in Keene. He said he had
recently placed an order with
Ward Lumber for a variety of
chickens and was looking
forward to the new project.

“The eggs are so much bet-
ter than what you can buy in
the store.” Marshall said.
“Plus, our grandchildren are
really looking forward to it.”

As the night wound down
and Cushing began packing
up his things, Jay Ward spoke
fondly of keeping his own
hens in past years. With
recent development in his
business, Ward said he was
looking into raising some
turkeys.

“It's springtime,” Ward
said. *I don't know what it is
— maybe because | grew up
on afarm — but when spring
rolls around [ just have this
urge to raise something.”

For more information, call
946-2110 or visit
www.wardlumber.com,




